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A MOT€ flOl PRGS1DGMT BRAILGR 

It is truly an exciting fall semester at Potomac 
State College of WVU! The College has many things 
to celebrate. First, it is a banner enrollment which boasts 
a student headcount increase of 9.2% over last year at this time. 
The total number of students is currently at 1,207. 

I wish to thank all the Alumni volunteers who helped out 
with recruiting via telemarketing, college fair attendance in their 
locale, promotional sports events and just plain rolling up their 
sleeves on a variety of projects. Alumni are very important to 
PSC’s future. 

PSC’s and WVU’s Foundations have now merged pro¬ 
viding a greater return for PSC’s endowment, as well as tremen¬ 
dous fund raising expertise from the WVU Foundation staff. All 
donations to PSC will be held in WVU Foundation accounts that 
can be accessed only by Potomac State. We hope you consider 
supporting our campaigns in the years to come. 

Your Alumni participation and assistance are very much 
appreciated by the College and by me personally. Thank you! 

Kathryn A. Brailer, Ph.D. 

President 

BRUNCH AT THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE 

An annual event at 
Homecoming is the an¬ 
niversary classes at¬ 
tending a brunch at the 
President’s house. This 
year, the classes of ’72 
and ’47 visited with 
President Brailer and 
shared in some delight¬ 
ful time together. There was fond reminiscing, promises to keep in 
touch, and a wonderful sense of “coming home.” Although several 
gathered for a quick picture, they just didn’t stay still long enough to 
give the photographer their names! 


EMOTIONAL MOMENTS 

Potomac State means something different, something spe¬ 
cial to each of us. Recipient of the Alumni Achievement Award, 
Dr. Anthony J. Papa ’51, is no different. In his acceptance speech 
of the 1997 award, Dr. Papa spoke of his life’s desire to play foot¬ 
ball; all else was secondary. But, in his freshman Catamount year, 
Anthony Papa suffered a career ending leg injury. Feeling all was 
lost and being unprepared for serious college work, he enrolled in 
remedial courses at PSC. Through the encouragement and support 
of caring faculty, Anthony realized an academic new beginning 
and went on to become a leading research scientist in the field of 
chemistry. He attributes his success back to Potomac State. 

Receiving the Distinguished Service Award was Mrs. 
Katharine Church. Elegantly attired in a long black evening dress, 
Mrs. Church spoke fondly of her love for the Catamount Commu¬ 
nity and the friends she has made through the years at PSC. Mrs. 
Church served the college as chairman of the music department 
and felt it appropriate to express her appreciation through the pi¬ 
ano. Mrs. Church called upon former faculty member Dr. Eliza¬ 
beth Atwater Alexander to assist. As Mrs. Church played “Thanks 
For The Memories,” Dr. Atwater, in her usual warm and charming 
manner, spoke Mrs. Church’s “revised” lyrics reflecting friendship, 
affection, and love of Potomac State people. The banquet attendees 
were misty-eyed and a standing ovation expressed it all! 

If you know of an individual deserving the awards as de¬ 
scribed above and would like to nominate him/her, you may do so 
by sending the nominee’s name, address, phone number, and a brief 
bio for preliminary review to the Alumni Office. Decisions are made 
by committees of the college. Please contact the office, too, for 
specific award requirements. 

ROARIN' ON TUB WEB 

Did you know that you can now read The Catamount Flyer on 
PSC’s website? Just type http://wvnvaxa.wvnet.edu/~pscweb 
It’s that simple! 
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RECOGNITION & THANK YOGI 


1997-98 New Life Members: Pat (Calhoun) Wagoner ’57 & Glenn 
“Tink” Smith, Conrad Smith ’80, Ralph ’57 & Jo Ann (Smith) ‘58 
Newbanks. 

Contributors to PSC Scholarship Funds since our last alumni 
publication: Mischele Scherf, Dinah & Jim Courrier, Keyser Lions 
Club, William & Mary Bradford, James & Mary Riley, Lilian 
Boughton, William Jennewine, Jr., Joseph Newton Bundy, Mr. & 
Mrs. Robert McCartney, James Isenhour, Jr., Joseph Kessel, Brooks 
& Kathleen Harris. 

Donors to the Alumni Association for 1997-98 include(beyond dues): 

Ned A. Martin, Edward O. Buckbee, Robert Morgan, Robert O. 
Johnson, Albert J. Kapushy, Jean Pifer, Edna Ruth Fleming, Elaine 
M. Stickler, Peggy Jo Davis Smith, Robert C. Bowers, Anthony J. 
Papa, Mary M. Girod, Jack Dorsey, John D. Yacka, James M. K. 
Reid, Jr., Bernard R. Drake, Mike & Linda Hicks, Stephen M. Carney. 
Alumni Mentors: Appreciation is extended to two alums who have 
agreed to serve as Alumni Mentors to current students: William 
Jennewine, Jr. ’64 and Major Sharon Young ’53. 

The above information was provided by the PSC Alumni Office. 



Szvee&teart ‘Weefgnd- interested? 

Remember the park benches on campus, 
library hill, walks to the movies, that last kiss before j 
the lights flicker on the porches of Reynolds and 
Friend Hall. If you and your spouse (or significant 
other) met as students at Potomac State, and would be 
interested in returning to campus for a SweetHeart Week¬ 
end, let us know. Before specific plans can be made, i.e., date, cost, 
etc., we need to know if there is sufficient interest. The weekend 
could include a social hour, romantic elegant dinner and an after- 
dinner performance. We’re open to suggestions. A bon voyage 
breakfast would send our sweethearts off Sunday morning—re¬ 
newed in Catamount love . . . Advance reservations would be re¬ 
quired. Please contact the Alumni Office and let us know what you 
think. We will then be in touch with you. A minimum of 12 couples 
would be required. 


°° You Remember ... 

^ lectures on PDA (public display of affection) 



HAVE YOU EUER THOUGHT OF... 

With only one month left in the year, many ^ 4 4 j 
of you are now taking a last-minute look at your N “ 
tax situation, and assessing some of the changes ^ 
that Congress recently made in the federal tax law. ^ 

While many of those changes are far too compli¬ 
cated to address here, one thing is clear. It may 
be the perfect time to put those tax laws to work for you , and 
help Potomac State College at the same time. 

The end of the year is a great time to take inventory of 
your investments. Many PSC graduates have found that the past 
several years of growth in the stock market have created a pleas¬ 
ant dilemma: What to do with stock that has low dividends but 
has appreciated significantly? 

The answer may be to use the stock to make an outright 
gift or establish a charitable remainder trust or annuity trust to 
benefit Potomac State. In most cases, the stock can be trans¬ 
ferred directly from your broker in several days, and put right to 
work at PSC in any area which you choose. You get the benefits 
of helping your alma mater, of avoiding capital gains taxes, and 
in a deduction for the fair market value of the stock. 

Whatever is the best option for you, Potomac State 
College, through the expertise of the WVU Foundation, is ready 
to assist you in exploring your options. Please contact the Alumni 
Office at 304-788-6870 with your questions or ideas. _ 


‘LIFE IS ALWAYS A CHESS GAME.” 


Attending our Morgantown Alumni Reception in April was 
Carole (May) McIntyre '62, former Pasquino writer, now residing in 
Waynesburg, PA. Carole said she knew of an interesting alumnus 
in nearby Pittsburgh and would like to interview him and share his 
story of success with fellow alumni. The alum being interviewed 
was John Ghaznavi '61. 

The Student Union was packed, and two young men sat with a 
chessboard balanced across their knees. The quiet one was an engineering 
student from Iran, and the larger and more boisterous played football for 
Coach Lough. The football player intended to show the foreign student a 
thing or two about chess. Not very far into the game, the Iranian looked up 
and murmured, “Shah mat.” “Huh? What ya say?” “Sha mat. Your king is 
dead.” The opponent studied the board for a few minutes, then swept his 
hand down and up under the board, scattering the pieces across the floor, 
taken in a Fool’s Mate. “Where’d you learn to play chess like that?” he de¬ 
manded. “We invented it,” John Ghaznavi said. “A long time ago.” 

Among other interests, John Ghaznavi is in the glass business, but 
he is still far from transparent. He talks about taking an engineering degree 
from WVU after graduating from Potomac State in 1961, then going out to 

Continued on page 4 


IN SEARCH OF ALL PSC ALUMNK 

Have you ever tried to get in touch with an old classmate, only to find that the last address or phone 
number you had in your telephone directory was out-dated! Well, your troubles are over. Soon, an impressive 
directory of our alumni will be available to help you locate all your old friends. 

The new POTOMAC STATE COLLEGE OF WVU ALUMNI DIRECTORY, scheduled for 
release in the late Fall of 1998, will be the most up-to-date and complete reference of over 11,000 of our alumni 
ever compiled. This comprehensive volume will include current name as well as name when a student (if 
applicable), class year(s) and degree(s), address and phone number plus business information and more—all 
bound into a classic, library-quality volume. 

The Alumni Office has contracted the Bernard C. Harris Publishing Company to produce our Directory and they will soon begin re¬ 
searching and compiling data for it by mailing a questionnaire to each alumnus and alumna. If you prefer not to be listed, please contact the 
Alumni Office in writing as soon as possible. The new PSC of WVU Alumni Directory will soon make finding an alum as easy as opening a 
book. Look for more details on the project in future issues of The Catamount Flyer. 
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'47 a '97 FOOTBALL TEAM BREAKFAST 


Standing 1-r: Homer “Chick” Henderson, Bob Ridenour, Brooks Harris, Dick Harmison, Bob Bero, Chuck Hixenbaugh, Lawrence 
Antonik, Burley Crowe, John Bobbitt, Fred Tweedlie, and William Stultz. Seated 1-r: Bill McProuty, Neal Baisi, Coach Judson Hodges, 
Coach William “Huck” Miers, Jack Lefever, Bill Ballard, and Ken Sims (Mrs. Margaret Stanislawczyk also attended in respect for her 
husband, now deceased, Joe Stanislawczyk.) 

What a wonderful celebration it was! Sixteen members from the 1947 Championship Football Team and two coaches gathered 
in the Davis Hall Dining Room on Homecoming Saturday for a morning of reunion, pats on the back, hugs and hand shaking. Most 
teammates had not seen each other in 50 years! Former guard Fred Tweedlie provided teammates with 1947 programs, a booklet of 
photos and newspaper clippings from the honored year, along with a video of the season’s game films from 1947. It was noted that the 
1947 team members, with the exception of Harris and Tweedlie, were all WW II veterans. At that time, Harris and Tweedlie were just out 
of high school. The 1997 Football Team (all dressed in Catamount blue and gold) and coaches joined the ’47 team for breakfast and 
“comparative” conversation. PSC Head Coach Angelo Luvara and co-captains for the Homecoming game presented a football signed by 
all the ’97 players to the ’47 coaches, Jud Hodges and Huck Miers, in tribute to a team of fine former Catamount athletes. Teammate Jack 
Dorsey joined the above group for half-time ceremonies and recognition at the football game later that day. 



ALUMNI BBQ A SUCCESS! 


Special thanks to Chef and Professor Don Starcher and the cook¬ 
ing crew from the Ag. and Forestry Department for the delicious 
Alumni Chicken BBQ during Homecoming weekend. A good at- 
home atmosphere, bright yellow mums on the tables, and cheerful 
student servers provided for a delightful alumni lunch. 



FOOD , FOOTBALL & RAIN 


On Sunday, Oct. 26, alumni gathered under a PSC hospitality tent 
for a buffet lunch prior to the PSC vs. Washington & Jefferson 
game held in Grafton, WV. In between rain showers, alumni as¬ 
sembled for a quick photo, then off to the football game. Special 
thanks to Richard ’70 and Connie (McCue) ’70 Hoffman, John ’71 
and Jeanne Bord, and Mike ’70 and Linda (Gardner) ‘69 Hicks for 
sponsoring the tailgate lunch. The Catamounts lost a hard fought 
game to the W&J Presidents, 27-7, on a muddy field. 
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Continued from page 2 

the University of Chicago to study civil and industrial engineering. He came 
back to West Virginia to work for the State Roads Commission, but after a 
year, went to Pittsburgh to US Steel, working in transportation. He became 
comfortable working with the Teamsters Union, then moved to J. C. Penney’s 
to deal with their transportation problems. Penney’s bought Thrift Drug, and 
a load of union trouble with the Teamsters. Ghaznavi was sent to New York 
to deal with the problem. 

“You’re it?” the company man asked him. “Couldn’t they have 
sent someone bigger? They’ll eat you alive.” ‘Two things come in small 
packets,” he retorted. “Perfume and dynamite. I’m not perfume.” His tactic 
was simple and elegant: he bought out the contract. Thrift Drug was thus out 
of the shipping business, and Ghaznavi was in it. “I don’t have any problems 
with the Teamsters. We understand each other.” 

Understanding the business from the ground up is his basic tactic 
of dealing with problems. He gets this understanding from the rank and file. 
“I go in and talk to them. Now, there’s a certain amount of bull you have to 
filter out. But this is what consultants do: they talk to the people, put what 
they say into fancy words, and give it to management. Along with a bill for 
$6 million. I’m my own consultant. Saves the middle-man.” 

By 1987, Ghaznavi was sitting on the Board of Directors of 
Glenshaw Glass, a company with problems so severe, it was on the edge of 
bankruptcy. Founded in 1895, it was foundering in the midst of heavy com¬ 
petition from plastic and aluminum, materials which had made steady in¬ 
roads into markets which had been served by glass. To make matters worse, 
its equipment was obsolete, and it was closely-held, but needed an immedi¬ 
ate infusion of capital. The owners were unwilling to do this, and it was put 
up for bid through investment bankers. 

“I bought a jewel with a rough surface; now I needed to polish it.” 
Ghaznavi scoured the world for the technology and expertise the plant needed. 
Then he asked the employees to “give back” five cents an hour to an adver¬ 
tising fund. This worked out so well that eventually ten cents an hour was 
dedicated to making the market friendlier to glass. A further deal was nego¬ 
tiated with the unions: a four-year wage freeze, in return for a new furnace. 
“I’m willing to make this state-of-the-art, but I need your help,” he offered, 
and the rejuvenated plant went to 120% capacity, three shifts per day, using 
50% recycled glass. 

By 1994, Ghaznavi was being interviewed by CN’s Lou Dobbs 
for a segment of Managing. In 1996, he was named “Entrepreneur of the 
Year” by a group composed of CNN, Ernest Young, USA Today, NASDAQ, 
and the Kauffmann Fund. G&G Investments, formed in 1988 with the pur¬ 
chase of the Glenshaw plant, had acquired other capacity - 11 glass divisions 
throughout North America, making it the fourth largest glass company in the 
US. 

In Canada, G&G subsidiary Consumers Packaging, Inc., Canada’s 
largest glass container manufacturer, acquired Anchor Glass of Tampa, FL, 
making G&G the third largest glass container manufacturer in North America. 
Anchor had been under Chapter 11, sustaining losses of $ 110 million in 1996. 
By the first quarter of 1997, the red ink was stemmed to $9 million, and the 
tide was turned in April, when it showed a $300,000 profit for the month. 

“I do turnarounds, and people ask me how. I wish I had a magic 
lamp that when I rub it, like a genie, it turns things around. But it’s not like 
that. It’s being there. When I bought the plant at Glenshaw, I was there in a 
tuxedo and black tie after a dinner. I was there in black tie before the dinner. 
I saw more of my wife in the parking lot of the glass company than at home. 
Nothing could be simpler than manufacturing: you make the product, put it 
in the box, send it out. You give your people confidence, and you make your 
customers happy.” 

And about the chess. Does John Ghaznavi still play chess? “Life 
is always a chess game,” he says, smiling. 


TAX DEDUCTIBLE DUES & DONATIONS 

| Send your dues in post marked by Dec. 31 for a 1997 J 

■ tax deduction ($ 10/alumnus; $ 15/couple; $200/life mem- ■ 
I bership; $250/couple life membership). EFFECTIVE I 
| January 1,1998, life memberships will increase to $300/ | 

■ alumnus, $450/couple. Alumni dues will not change at i 

■ this time. Please make your check payable to the PSC ■ 
Alumni Association. 

* Name_ * 

I Alumni Spouse_ I 

| Address_ | 

| City, State, Zip_ | 

| Dues: Alumnus $10 _ Couple $15 _ 

■ Life Membership Alumnus $200_Couple $250_ ■ 

J Effective 1/1/98: Alumnus $300_Couple $450_ . 

J Additional Alumni Donation $- 1 

,<§) Thank You! » 

l- ■‘§3% -■■ 

GEOGRAPHIC GET-TOGETHERS 

As you have read, alumni get-togethers are becoming popular with 

our alumni. If you would be interested in locating 

fellow alumni from your state or region, contact the 

Alumni Office for details as outlined by your Alumni 

Association. A listing of names and addresses could 

be provided for your area so that getting together could be made 

simple. 


THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS! 

In an effort to defray some publication expense, we invite your 
ad to be placed in one of 16 available boxes to be inserted in 
future issues of The Catamount Flyer. A business card, a per¬ 
sonal announcement, memoriam, promotion, a challenge? We 
need your help. Or, if you would like to pay for a page in the 
Flyer and be recognized for this generous contribution, we can 
do that too. Call the Alumni Office for details at 304-788-6870. 
Think about it: each ad would be seen by over 11,000 of your 
fellow alumni! 



You arc ... Get Involved! 
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